MOHAMMED   ANP   CHARLEMAGNE
Thus, the kings governed with the help of men who still pre-
served the literary and political traditions of Rome; but what is
perhaps more remarkable is the fact that they administered the
kingdom by means of a scholarly personnel. But it could not
have been otherwise. The administrative organization of the
Empire, which they were endeavouring to maintain, definitely
required the collaboration of educated agents. How otherwise
would it have been possible to draw up and to keep the registers
of the taxes, to undertake and record die surveys of land, and to
draft all the documents which emanated from the royal tribunal
and the chancellery of the palace ? And even in the case of sub-
ordinate officials, how could they have kept their accounts of the
market tolls if they had not been able to read and write? The
fact that the gesta munidpalia were recorded in the cities leads us
to the same conclusion.
Above all, die Roman law—or die Romanized law—with its
written procedure, and the recording of judgments, contracts,
and testaments, provided occupation for numbers of notarii
throughout the country. It was for these that Marculf wrote.
The enormous majority of these notarii were laymen, despite
the diaconus of whom we find mention in the formulae of
Bourges and Angers.1
It is evident that there were schools for all these functionaries,
as indeed I have shown in another volume.2 Even among the
Lombards the schools had survived.3
Among the Visigoths the ability to write was so widely diffused
that the king fixed the price at which copies of the Law were to
be sold. Thus the ability to read and write was very general among
those who were in any way connected with the administration.
1	m.g.h. formulae, ed. ZEUMER, pp. 4 and 176. According to brunner,
op. cit., vol. I, 2nd ed., p, 577, the formulae of Angers were written by a
scribe of the municipal curia. They probably date, in part, from the beginning
of the 7th century. The Bourges formulae were of the 8th century.
2	h. pirbnnb, De V&at de rjnstructhn des laiques a Wpoque merovingienne,
wtje benedictine, vol. XLVI, 1934, p. 165.
8 HARTMANN, Op. tit., Vol. II2, p. 27.
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